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his abortion clinic in Pensacola, Florida, by
a white supremacist, antiabortion extremist,
in the first known instance of murder of an
abortion provider on March 10, 1993;

Whereas abortion providers and clinic staff
play a critical role in a world where people
must be able to make essential and time-sen-
sitive decisions about their bodies, lives, and
futures;

Whereas abortion providers and clinic staff
help to ensure that all people who can be-
come pregnant can make their own decisions
about their bodies and their pregnancies, and
support their patients’ decisions by treating
them with dignity, empathy, compassion,
and respect;

Whereas abortion providers and clinic staff
play an essential role within the reproduc-
tive justice framework, which was created by
a group of Black women in 1994, who deter-
mined the necessity of adopting a human
rights framework that demands every person
has the human right to bodily autonomy,
which includes if, when, and how to have
children, to not have children, and to parent
the children they have in safe and sustain-
able communities;

Whereas people seeking abortion care
across the United States also rely on the
work of abortion funds and practical support
organizations to access abortion care for
themselves and their families;

Whereas abortion funds and practical sup-
port organizations that rely on donations
face increasing demand as people are forced
into the vicious cycle of having to travel
longer distances, find childcare or lodging,
and raise money to obtain an abortion and
cover associated costs;

Whereas restrictions on accessing abortion
care have far-reaching consequences in both
deepening existing inequities caused by
structural racism and systemic discrimina-
tion in the maternal health care system and
worsening health outcomes for pregnant peo-
ple, people giving birth, and their families;

Whereas abortion care restrictions in some
States have forced many abortion clinics to
shut down, such that 90 percent of counties
in the United States today do not have an
abortion provider, the number of inde-
pendent abortion clinics in the United States
has declined by Y since 2012, and efforts to
undermine critical supports for patients, in-
cluding family planning supports, have fur-
ther threatened the work of abortion pro-
viders;

Whereas restricting access to abortion care
creates and increases the out-of-pocket costs
and logistical burdens that patients face to
get care while exposing the remaining abor-
tion providers and staff to increased levels of
harassment and politically motivated re-
strictions;

Whereas the National Abortion Federa-
tion’s 2020 statistics on violence and disrup-
tion found an alarming escalation in inci-
dents of obstruction, vandalism, and tres-
passing at abortion clinics, with abortion
providers reporting an increase in death
threats and threats of harm from 92 inci-
dents in 2019 to 200 in 2020;

Whereas Black, indigenous, and other pro-
viders and patients of color face heightened
levels of threats, harassment, and violence
as compared to their white counterparts;

Whereas 2021 marked the worst year for
abortion rights since Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S.
113 (1973), was decided, and the passage and
enforcement of restrictions on abortion ac-
cess and the criminalization of abortion has
emboldened antiabortion individuals and
groups to continue to harass providers and
the patients they care for;

Whereas the Supreme Court of the United
States is now (as of the date of adoption of
this resolution) considering Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organization, 141 S.Ct.
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2619 (2021), a case that the justices could use
to overturn or severely undermine Roe V.
Wade, and at the same time has refused to
block Texas’s blatantly unconstitutional ban
on abortion at approximately 6 weeks of
pregnancy, allowing Texas to ban the major-
ity of abortions in the State;

Whereas the ripple effects of Texas’s abor-
tion ban have been felt by communities and
abortion providers across the country as
abortion clinics try to absorb the massive in-
flux of Texas’s patients who have the re-
sources to travel and are seeking abortion
care elsewhere;

Whereas, should the Supreme Court over-
turn or severely undermine Roe v. Wade,
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Geor-
gia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Lou-
isiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Mon-
tana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, Okla-
homa, South Carolina, South Dakota, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Utah, West Virginia, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming could act as soon as
possible to prohibit abortion and criminalize
abortion providers;

Whereas Roe v. Wade alone has never been
sufficient to ensure that all people, espe-
cially Black people, indigenous people, peo-
ple of color, working class and low-income
people, LGBTQIA+ people, people who are
immigrants, younger people, people with dis-
abilities, geographically isolated people, and
people with multimarginal identities, can
get the abortion care they need;

Whereas the unraveling or overturning of
Roe v. Wade threatens the ability of abortion
providers and the clinic staff who support
them to serve their patients; and

Whereas in the face of multifaceted at-
tacks on their work, abortion providers re-
main an essential and valued part of their
communities, providing high-quality, com-
passionate, and necessary health care, and
courageously delivering this care despite
pressures, restrictions, political inter-
ference, and violent threats to their personal
safety: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes March 10, 2022, as ‘‘Abortion
Provider Appreciation Day’’ to celebrate the
courage, compassion, and high-quality care
that abortion providers and clinic staff offer
to patients and their families across the
country;

(2) lauds communities across the country
who are proud to be home to abortion pro-
viders and clinic staff;

(3) affirms Congress’s commitment to en-
suring the safety of abortion providers, their
ability to continue providing the essential
care their patients need, and the right of
their patients to access abortion care no
matter where they live, free from fear of vio-
lence, criminalization, or stigma; and

(4) declares a vision for a future where ac-
cess to abortion is liberated from restric-
tions and bans universally, and affirms
Congress’s commitment to working toward
this goal in partnership with providers, pa-
tients, advocates, and their communities.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I have
nine requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 8,
2022, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 8,
2022, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March
8, 2022, to conduct a business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March
8, 2022, to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 8,
2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, March
8, 2022, at 10 a.m., to conduct a joint
hearing.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
March 8, 2022, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
closed business meeting.

——————

DIRECTING THE ARCHITECT OF
THE CAPITOL TO OBTAIN AND
PLACE A MEMORIAL PLAQUE
FOR UNITED STATES CAPITOL
POLICE OFFICER WILLIAM F.
EVANS AT THE NORTH SECU-
RITY KIOSK OF THE CAPITOL

Mr. CASEY. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 539, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 539) directing the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol to obtain and place a
memorial plaque for United States Capitol
Police Officer William F. Evans at the north
security kiosk of the Capitol.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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